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Re of how rapidly we try to increase 
ur military capability, that in itself will not save 
our nation from the “rod” of God’s anger. Let me 
explain from a Scriptural point of view. God controls 
history and the destiny of nations. All you have to do is 
read the Old Testament to understand the principle 
that when Israel turned away from God, began to se- 
riously degenerate morally and spiritually, and turn 
to idolatry, God simply raised up an enemy nation to 
be His “rod” to chastise His people. (Read carefully 
all of Isaiah 10 where Assyria is depicted as the “rod” 
of God’s anger.) 


The same principle applies today. Does it do any good 
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for our nation to say that the chastening “rod” that 
God has raised up (Russia and communism) is the 
real problem? It is not the “rod” that we must con- 
cern ourselves with, but rather the One (God) who 
wields the rod. We can spend multiplied billions more 
for armaments to fight communism, and it will be 
futile and vain unless we turn back to God, in humility 
and repentance. 


Preachers who have spent years of time and mil- 
lions of dollars to focus people’s attention on anti- 
communism, and how to fight communism have got- 
ten the peoples attention on the wrong thing. They 
have misled them, and have wasted their time, ener- 
gies, and money in trying to get them organized to 
fight communism. God could destroy communism vir- 
tually overnight if He chose to. The real issue is our 
velation to God and our own carnality. It is the moral 
rot of our society, the increased apostasy and spiritual 
degeneracy of our churches. It is the increased turn- 
ing to secular humanism and the turning of our backs 
upon the God, and the Christian ethic that made our 
nation great, that has brought us to the brink of di- 
saster. 


But people would much rather follow someone 


who is in some great anti-this or anti-that crusade, 
rather than letting the light of God’s truth expose 
the-carnality of their own hearts. “Scapegoatism” is 
always much more palatable and enticing. Blame 
everything on communism, the Jews, the Masons, the 
I!luminati-conspiracy, the “invisible government,” the 
politicians, the president and his administration, the 
militancy of the blacks, the feminists, etc., etc... and 
you will get a hearing and perhaps a great following. 
But turn the spotlight on the real problem, the car- 
nality within the hearts of all people, the need for 
each and every one to humble themselves before God 
and turn from their wicked ways, the need to live the 
“overcoming” life, separation from the world, holi- 
ness and purity, etc....and most will turn a “deaf ear” 
to your message. “Scapegoatism,” that’s what the 
people want, someone or some group to point the 
finger at and blame all our “woes” on. 


Iam not saying we should not have some under- 
standing of what communism is all about. I think we 
should. Neither am I saying that there is not some 
value in understanding how the enemy is working 
“behind the scenes” through the rich and influen- 
tial, and their intellectual lackeys. I believe there is 
an international conspiracy working to bring about 


certain events and consequences which will condition 
the nations for World Government. But to spend most 
of your time reading reams of material about such 
“conspiracies,” working your head off, so to speak, to 
expose the conniving of the Council on Foreign Re- 
lations, the Trilateral Commission, etc., etc.,...and 
getting involved in politics to get the right people in 
office to counter the efforts of those involved in such 
conspiracies, is largely a waste of your time, and a trick 
of the enemy to get your time and attention diverted 
to “side issues” and merely “symptomatic struggles,” 
that ignore the real cause of all these things. 


God has allowed all of these “threats” working to 
destroy our nation, its cherished freedoms and heri- 
tage, to bring us to the extremity to where there is no 
hope, except turning to Him. Get this clearly in your 
mind. God will have the last Word! Man proposes, but 
God disposes! “The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the Lord” (Prov. 16:33). “The king’s 
(ruler’s) heart is in the hand of the Lord, as rivers of 
water: He turneth it whithersoever He will” (Prov, 21:1). 
Don’t waste a lot of time finding out what the enemy 
is going to try to do. God sets and controls his de- 
signs and limits his workings as He chooses. Get into 
the Word of God and find out what God is going to do. 
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That’s all that really matters. Line your life up with 
His will and purpose. Saturate yourself with His truth. 
Spend as much time as possible meditating on the 
things above (Col. 3:1-2) which draw you closer to Jesus 
Christ. Let your mind dwell on these things (Phil. 
4:4-13). Every Christian should memorize that pas- 
sage. 


Consider these words of Pastor Richard Wur- 
mbrand, a dedicated Christian who was persecuted 
and incarcerated in prison for many years by the com- 
munists of Romania: 

“The budget of man’s spiritual 
energy is fixed. The more he spends on one item, the 
less he has for another. So often we waste energy 
complaining, quarreling, and getting angry, then have 
none left for compassion. What good is served by 
getting angry about the evils and wrongs of 
Communism, Capitalism, one’s spouse, parents, 
children, or neighbors, especially since most of what 
is done lies beyond one’s control? It is more 
constructive to get angry at the evil in your own life 
and overcome that. Then you will have energy to spend 
on compassion for others, who will be not the object 
of your wrath, but of your love... . Do not squander 
spiritual energy on negative sentiments.” (From Jesus 
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